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Henry VIl was one of the most famous and controversial kings in English
history. He was a powerful monarch who ruled for 38 years, and his reign
was marked by religious upheaval, political intrigue, and personal scandal.
In this book, Maurice Isserman provides a fascinating and insightful look at
Henry VIII's life and times.

Isserman begins by exploring Henry's early life and education. Henry was
born in 1491 to King Henry VIl and Elizabeth of York. He was a sickly child,
but he grew into a strong and athletic young man. Henry was a devout
Catholic, and he received a thorough education in the humanities and the
arts.

In 1509, Henry succeeded his father to the throne. He was just 17 years
old, but he quickly showed himself to be a capable and ambitious ruler.
Henry was determined to strengthen the monarchy and expand English
power. He led several successful military campaigns against France and
Scotland.

Henry's reign was also marked by religious upheaval. He was initially a
devout Catholic, but he later broke with the Catholic Church and
established the Church of England. Henry's religious reforms were
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controversial, and they led to the execution of several prominent Catholics,
including Sir Thomas More and Cardinal John Fisher.

Henry's personal life was also tumultuous. He was married six times, and
he had several illegitimate children. His first two wives, Catherine of Aragon
and Anne Boleyn, were both executed for treason. Henry's third wife, Jane
Seymour, died of complications from childbirth. His fourth wife, Anne of
Cleves, was divorced. His fifth wife, Catherine Howard, was executed for
adultery. His sixth wife, Catherine Parr, survived him.

Henry VIl died in 1547 at the age of 55. He was succeeded by his son,
Edward VI. Henry's reign was a watershed moment in English history. He
transformed England from a relatively minor power into a major European
force. He also broke with the Catholic Church and established the Church
of England. Henry VllI's legacy is complex and controversial, but there is no
doubt that he was one of the most important figures in English history.

Maurice Isserman's book is a fascinating and insightful look at the life and
times of Henry VIII. Isserman provides a balanced and nuanced account of
one of the most complex and controversial figures in English history. This
book is essential reading for anyone interested in Tudor history.
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