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The assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4, 1968, was a
watershed moment in American history, marking a turning point in the Civil
Rights Movement and the nation's grapple with racial injustice.

The Tragic Event

Dr. King was in Memphis, Tennessee to support a strike by sanitation
workers when he was fatally shot by James Earl Ray on the balcony of the
Lorraine Motel. The news of his death spread like wildfire, sparking shock,
grief, and outrage across the country.
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. lying on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel after
being shot (Source: Wikipedia)

Civil Unrest and the Quest for Justice

The assassination ignited widespread civil unrest in cities across the United
States. Riots erupted in Memphis, Washington, D.C., Baltimore, and other
urban centers, as protesters expressed their anger and frustration over the
continued violence and inequality faced by African Americans.

The unrest prompted President Lyndon B. Johnson to appoint the Kerner
Commission to investigate the causes of the riots. The commission's report,
released in 1968, concluded that racial inequality and poverty were the
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underlying causes of the unrest and called for urgent action to address
these issues.

Legacy and Lasting Impact

Dr. King's assassination not only led to a period of social upheaval but also
had a profound impact on the Civil Rights Movement. It highlighted the
deep-seated racism and violence that persisted in American society and
galvan
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