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: The Enigmatic Cone Sisters

In the annals of art history, the names Etta and Claribel Cone stand out as
influential art collectors and patrons who played a pivotal role in the
development of modern art in the early 20th century. Their discerning eyes
and unwavering support for avant-garde artists helped shape the trajectory
of artistic movements such as Post-impressionism, Cubism, and Fauvism.

Through a meticulous examination of their portraits, we can gain invaluable
insights into the personalities, artistic preferences, and profound impact
these enigmatic sisters had on the art world.

Portrait of Etta and Claribel Cone by Gertrude Stein
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Gertrude Stein's portrait of Etta and Claribel Cone, painted between 1908
and 1909, captures the sisters during their formative years as art collectors.
The painting exudes a sense of camaraderie and intellectual curiosity,
reflecting their shared passion for art and their unwavering support for
emerging artists.

Etta, depicted on the left, appears as the more reserved sister, her gaze
fixed on the viewer with an air of quiet contemplation. Claribel, to the right,
exudes a vivacious and engaging demeanor, her eyes sparkling with
intelligence and curiosity.

https://text.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6InV3R3RROEdXZXQ2c3UzbGZ5SWgxZHpadEk2WTRIcW1SMVp2WEdCRE1vSTQ1Vlh3bEFlZmVteitBOHRZTmhyb2JGXC8yc3owczl3WlVnRlp6a0NoR05XVkJuQytoQWFwNmxjVnRQcVZ3Q3BVMGcyY3d4R3YzbVpPc3VMSDlWa2U0QmhjdnFNTzVjdUk1bVhcL3pSampCV1lkUGZvVE9YWDRiN082M3c3b2lYa1VyVTZ6WWFHN0dMYVczb2lBWEFGbXc3IiwiaXYiOiIyNTI3YWVjOTZhOTMyOGY0ZGY0NGQ2MzcwZmEwZDA3NCIsInMiOiI2YTg4MmI2NmEwOThlNjY5In0%3D


Portrait of Etta and Claribel Cone by Alice B. Toklas

Portrait of Etta and Claribel Cone by Alice B. Toklas, 1909

Alice B. Toklas's portrait of Etta and Claribel Cone, painted in 1909, offers a
more intimate and personal glimpse into their lives. The sisters are
portrayed in a domestic setting, engaged in conversation and surrounded
by their beloved art collection.
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Etta, with her piercing gaze and pensive expression, emerges as the
dominant figure, while Claribel appears more relaxed and playful, her eyes
twinkling with amusement. The portrait captures the deep bond between
the sisters and the shared experiences that shaped their lives.
The Cone Sisters' Impact on Modern Art

Etta and Claribel Cone were instrumental in supporting and promoting the
work of some of the most influential artists of their time. Their collection,
which eventually found its home at the Baltimore Museum of Art, boasts
masterpieces by Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, Paul Cézanne, and many
others.

The sisters were particularly drawn to avant-garde movements such as
Cubism, Fauvism, and Expressionism, and they played a pivotal role in
introducing these styles to American audiences. Their patronage helped to
legitimize and popularize these movements, paving the way for their
widespread acceptance in the art world.

: A Legacy of Artistic Patronage and Advocacy

Through their tireless support of emerging artists and their unwavering
commitment to modern art, Etta and Claribel Cone left an indelible mark on
the art world. Their portraits, capturing their personalities and passions,
offer valuable insights into their remarkable lives and their enduring legacy
as influential art collectors and patrons.

The Cone sisters' legacy continues to inspire and empower future
generations of art collectors and enthusiasts, underscoring the
transformative power of art and the vital role that patrons play in its
development and dissemination.
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